Engaging Freemasonry — Pt. II
One of the most striking aspects of Freemasonry are the
religious features of all its rites, rituals and creeds. Thus
is was somewhat surprising to see an article in the book,
Messages for a Mission, by Henry C. Clausen, 33rd Degree, of
the Supreme Council (Mother Council of the World), titled
Freemasonry and Religion – Friends or Foes? ((Messages for a
Mission, Henry C. Clausen, The Supreme Council, 1977, ISBN
77-78489. The use of excerpts from this article are in
accordance with the “Fair use” provision of the Copyright
Act.)) The article begins with the statement:
FROM time to time there have been published abrasive
pamphlets arguing that Freemasonry is hostile to religion or
that its teachings are anti-Christian. Initially it should be
observed that the authors of such charges seemingly never are
Masons and yet they purport to reveal its “secrets.” Since
they could not know the definitive Masonic truths or
teachings, their authenticity is destroyed at the very start.
If they are renegades or have received material from renegade
informers, then so much the worse.
There are a number of things to address here, but a couple of
things stand out as requiring immediate attention before
continuing with any other issues. The specific statements are:
Initially it should be observed that the authors of such
charges seemingly never are Masons and yet they purport to
reveal its “secrets.”
And:
Since they could not know the definitive Masonic truths or
teachings, their authenticity is destroyed at the very start.
If they are renegades or have received material from renegade

informers, then so much the worse.
Now, since when has any member of an organization, who is in
good standing with that organization, ever been harshly
critical of the organization they are part of? Not to be
flippant, but the fingers of one hand suffice to count them.
In short, Masons who are in good standing are never going to
point out the defects of Freemasonry, no matter what they are.
Why? Because that is unmasonic conduct and it will get them
removed. Hence, Mr. Clausen’s statement becomes automatically
true. Moreover, one who is outside Freemasonry is never going
to be allowed to see everything in Freemasonry to make any
sort of objective judgement. Thus, Mr. Clausen’s statement is
axiomatically true again.
What we have here is the setup for a straw man argument, which
is completed with the following statement as quoted above:
Since they could not know the definitive Masonic truths or
teachings, their authenticity is destroyed at the very start.
If they are renegades or have received material from renegade
informers, then so much the worse.
No Mr. Clausen, only the straw man is destroyed. The fact
remains that either the rites and rituals reflect the teaching
given in the various books of Freemasonry, or they are
something else altogether different. The problem here is that
they are not “altogether different” or even different at all.
Why? Strictly due to other statements made by Mr. Clausen in
the same article:
The so-called revival of Freemasonry in 1717 and Anderson̓s
Constitution of 1723 reinforced these new freedoms. The
document may be called a Masonic religious Magna Carta. Likeminded men, other than operative masons, were admitted as
Speculative Masons. They brought speculative thought with
them, and thus there evolved a severence from the dogma of

any one church, sect, or creed. There was independence and
yet dependence, for faith and trust in God was indispensable.
Under that belief, reflected in a Holy Bible upon the altar,
and in the Brotherhood of Man and in his capacity for
improvement, Freemasonry unites all men. They still may
retain their own particular theological dogmas and forms of
worship.
There is nothing said in what Mr. Clausen argues that
contradicts what Mr. Beasley told me, and what I have read in
the Masonic books in my possession. Hence, the charge,
Since they could not know the definitive Masonic truths or
teachings, their authenticity is destroyed at the very start.
If they are renegades or have received material from renegade
informers, then so much the worse.
is simply a straw man to cause one to question the things
quoted from Masonic books as being factually true. The reason
this is done, is the very same reason they are so secretive
about the rites and rituals — the vast majority of individuals
in society would find the rites and rituals evil, repulsive,
and abhorrent. When the statements and teachings contained in
Freemasonry’s books are brought to light and compared with the
Scripture rightly divided, they are found to be actually antiChristian and utterly condemning of the fraternity. In this,
Freemasonry is no different from the Mormon religion and all
its secret rites and rituals.
Last of all, questions must be raised concerning a statement
made by Mr. Clausen, which is a standard Masonic teaching. To
wit:
Under that belief, reflected in a Holy Bible upon the altar,
and in the Brotherhood of Man and in his capacity for
improvement, Freemasonry unites all men. They still may
retain their own particular theological dogmas and forms of

worship.
Upon that statement I must ask:
Where is it in Scripture that the Lord Jesus Christ, Who is
Almighty God, allows for worship of Himself in whatever way
men happen to think appropriate?
Where is it in Scripture that the Lord Jesus Christ is
defined in any other way than Almighty God, and God manifest
in the flesh?
Where is it in Scripture that salvation is found in anything,
or anyone other than the Lord Jesus Christ?
You see, believing in “God” however one chooses to define him,
is not sufficient for fellowship, or for reconciliation with
the LORD:
Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the
devils also believe, and tremble. (James 2:19)
So it is that Freemasonry deliberately chooses not to define
the truth, and as will be seen, actually works to obscure the
simple truth of salvation in the Lord Jesus Christ and Him
alone. However, the most interesting statement of all comes at
the end of the article, and is an admission of what
Freemasonry and Freemasons strenuously deny:
Its truths and teachings are not the exclusive property of
any church. On the contrary, Masonry is additive to any
religion or theology. We are sure that its immense popularity
and strength will continue and grow with an ever-abiding
belief in God and “that religion in which all men agree
leaving their particular opinions to themselves.”

In case it was missed, Mr. Clausen admits that Freemasonry is:
“that religion in which all men agree leaving their
particular opinions to themselves.”
To be continued . . .

