Hymns and Music
If there is ever a divisive issue among born-again believers
today, it has to be the issue of music. Whether it is music in
the church services, or in the life of the child of God
outside of the services, it is a touchy subject today. The
reason for this is that individuals set their own standards
above the standards of the Scripture. Regardless of what
background the individual believer comes from, music forms
some part of that background. However, we can be assured that
whatever the background, it will not meet the standards the
Lord has set for proper music. In the following verse, the
Lord has set several standards for proper music for His
children. Seriously consider the following passage. In fact,
ponder it at length.
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom;
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the
Lord. (Colossians 3:16)
Now, there is not a whole lot in the New Testament concerning
music. There is considerably more concerning the rest of the
conduct of a born-again child of God. However, we should
consider this fact: The music in a believer’s life,
particularly in the church, ought to be in concert (no pun
intended) with the rest of what Scripture describes is
appropriate for the believer.
This can be easily seen by the following statements in
Scripture.
Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever
things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever
things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever
things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if
there be any praise, think on these things. (Philippians 4:8)

Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. Abstain from
all appearance of evil. (I Thessalonians 5:21-22)
Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.
If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in
him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the
Father, but is of the world. (I John 2:15-16)
Thus, the music in the believer’s life, and particularly in
the church ought to meet certain criteria. This criteria is
not difficult, and neither is it burdensome. If it is, then
something is wrong in the life of the believer. Why? Again,
the Scripture, which is the only authority we should go by, is
express:
By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love
God, and keep his commandments. For this is the love of God,
that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not
grievous. (I John 5:2-3)
If godly, spiritual hymns are grievous to you, then something
is terribly wrong with where you are in relationship to the
LORD God. If you are offended, then you also ought to consider
this particular statement in the word of God:
Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall
offend them. (Psalm 119:165)
With that, let us consider what the Scripture teaches about
the hymns and music in the life of the believer.
1. Hymns and music ought to teach solid, sound Scriptural
doctrine. In Colossians 3:16, it is very plain that hymns
and music ought to teach about doctrine and conduct.
Moreover, this doctrine and conduct will not be at variance
with the rest of Scripture.
2. We ought to be admonished, or corrected by the hymns and

music we have in our lives. If a hymn does not properly
express sound doctrine, then it cannot admonish. Personally,
I don’t know anyone on this earth who is above the
correction found in Scripture. Since the hymns and music are
to express sound doctrine, admonishment should come right
along with the teaching.
3. We should sing with grace in our hearts to the Lord. The
hymns and music we partake of ought to be fully concordant
with the grace that has been bestowed upon us by the Lord.
Thus, this grace is not the ‘cheap’ grace that allows one to
claim Christ, but be of the world. Rather, it is the grace
spoken of in Titus, chapter two, which states:
For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath
appeared to all men, Teaching us that, denying
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly, in this present world; Looking
for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; Who gave himself
for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and
purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good
works. (Titus 2:11-14)
4. The hymns and music ought to move us to desire to serve
the Lord Jesus Christ more fully than what we do. Every one
of us, myself included, could do far more than what we do
for our Lord and Saviour. The hymns should move us to do so.
If they do not, then something is wrong.
So where does this leave us? Without good, wonderful music?
No, not at all. The believer’s hymns and music do not have to
incorporate worldly styles, and music to accomplish their end.
In fact, the worldly styles, such as Country, Bluegrass, Jazz,
Rock & Roll, etc., all negate the message of the words, and
steal the blessings the Lord would bestow upon both the
believer and the church.

I think you will find that the hymns found in modern hymn
books are not the only hymns in existence. In fact, the hymns
that have been deliberately left out and intentionally
forgotten are some of the best hymns one would ever hear (or
sing). Moreover, along with sound lyrics, the music stirs the
soul to glorify the LORD God.
With that, I leave you with a final admonition from the
Scripture concerning proper music. Please enjoy the hymns
found on this page. I pray they will bless you always.
And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled
with the Spirit; Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart
to the Lord; Giving thanks always for all things unto God and
the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ; Submitting
yourselves one to another in the fear of God. (Ephesians
5:18-21)
In Christ,
Paul W. Davis
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Articles

A
• A Clean Heart
• A Little that the Righteous Hold
• Abba Father, We Approach Thee
• All Glory, Laud and Honor
• All Hail the Power
• All People That on Earth Do Dwell
• At the Name of Jesus
B
• Be Still, My Soul
• Be Thou My Vision
• Before the Throne of God Above
• Begin, My Tongue, Some Heavenly Theme
• Behold the Glories of the Lamb
• Beneath the Cross of Jesus
• Blessed Assurance (Revised)
• Brethren, We Have Met to Worship
C
• Christ, the Life of All the Living
• Come, Thou Almighty King
• Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
• Come, Let Us Sing the Song of Songs
• Come, Thou Precious Ransom
• Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Anthem
D
E
• Ere the Blue Heav’ns Were Stretched Abroad
F
• Forever With the Lord
• From Depths of Woe I Raise to Thee
G
• Give to Our God Immortal Praise
• God is Our Refuge and Defense
• God is Our Refuge and Our Strength
• God is the Refuge of His Saints
H
• Hail to the Lord’s Anointed
• Hark! The Voice of Love and Mercy
• He Giveth More Grace
• He Hideth My Soul
• He that Goeth Forth with Weeping
• Here is Love
• Holy and Reverend is the Name
• How Firm A Foundation
• How Sweet the Hour
I
• I Am Standing On the Word of God
• I Send the Joys of Earth Away
• I Sing the Mighty Power of God
J
• Jesus, My All
• Jesus Only
L
• Lamb of God! Our Hearts Adore Thee
• Let Every Mortal Ear Attend
• Like A River Glorious
• Look Ye Saints!
M
• More Marred Than Any Man’s
• My Jesus I Love Thee
• My Savior’s Love
• My Soul Bless the Lord
N
• Near the Cross
• No Book Is Like the Bible
• Not All the Blood of Beasts
O
• O Bless the Lord, My Soul
• O For a Shout of Joy
• O My Blessed Jesus
• O Sinner, Lift the Eye of Faith
• O Worship the King
• Out of the Depths
P
• People of the Living God
• Put Thou Thy Trust in God
R
• Redeemed, and With the Price of Blood
S
• Saved and Kept
• Sinners, Will You Scorn the Message
• Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted
T
• That Man A Godly Life Might Live
• The Blood Will Never Lose Its Power
• The Old-Fashioned Way
• The Race That Long in Darkness Pined
• The Solid Rock
• Throw Out the Life Line
• ’Tis so Sweet to Trust in Jesus
• To God Be the Glory
W
• Wait, My Soul, Upon the LORD
• We are the Lord’s
• We Have a Sure Prophetic Word
• What a Friend We Have In Jesus
• Without Blood Is No Remission
Y

• Hymn Analysis — Introduction
• Springs of Living Water

