
How  Very  Rich,  How  Very
Ignorant
Today, the New York Times ran an article about one Michael
Bloomberg, former mayor of New York City and a very wealthy
man. Unfortunately, Mr. Bloomberg has decided that he can play
nanny to everyone and decide for them what is best for them.
To that end, Mr. Bloomberg opposes firearms ownership, the use
of tobacco, and the consumption of certain foods, holding that
all are bad for the rest of us.

In the final paragraph of this puff piece, Mr. Bloomberg had
this to say about the end of his efforts:

But if he senses that he may not have as much time left as he
would like, he has little doubt about what would await him at
a Judgment Day. Pointing to his work on gun safety, obesity
and smoking cessation, he said with a grin: “I am telling you
if there is a God, when I get to heaven I’m not stopping to
be interviewed. I am heading straight in. I have earned my
place in heaven. It’s not even close.”

Let it never be said that Michael Bloomberg runs short on
pride. However that may be, Mr. Bloomberg missed the standard
by which one gains entrance into heaven:

Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life:
no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. (John 14:6)

The reason it is by the Lord Jesus Christ and Him alone, is
because He, and He alone meets the standard of righteousness
the Father demands. Hence, through the Lord Jesus Christ and
His work of redemption, salvation is, always has been, and
ever will be by grace, and grace alone:

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
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yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man
should boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9)

And again:

Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant
according to the election of grace. And if by grace, then is
it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if
it be of works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no
more work. (Romans 11:5-6)

Thus, the Scripture is quite plain that you will do it by
grace  and  grace  alone,  as  works  and  grace  are  mutually
exclusive. But, it is quite evident Mr. Bloomberg has chosen
works for his justification before the LORD God, which is to
his condemnation:

And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from
whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was
found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small and great,
stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book
was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were
judged out of those things which were written in the books,
according to their works. And the sea gave up the dead which
were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which
were in them: and they were judged every man according to
their works. And death and hell were cast into the lake of
fire. This is the second death. And whosoever was not found
written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.
(Revelation 20:11-15)

Moreover, poor Michael misses the boat altogether in that he
thinks being wealthy and powerful are what might qualify him
in the first place. However, had he read the following, he
would have known the LORD God has no use for him in his
present state:

For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men
after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called:



But  God  hath  chosen  the  foolish  things  of  the  world  to
confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the
world to confound the things which are mighty; And base things
of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen,
yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that
are:  That  no  flesh  should  glory  in  his  presence.  (I
Corinthians  1:26-29)

And he compounds his error in that he stated “I am telling you
if there is a God,…” which is a blatant insult to the LORD
God, and shows how very far away Mr. Bloomberg is from ever
pleasing the LORD:

Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom,
neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the
rich man glory in his riches: But let him that glorieth glory
in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the
LORD  which  exercise  lovingkindness,  judgment,  and
righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight,
saith the LORD. (Jeremiah 9:23-24)

Pray for the poor man. He needs all the help he can get. He is
wretched, naked, poor and blind, and doesn’t even realize it.

For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole
world, and lose his own soul? (Mark 8:36)


