Thank You for Your Service? –
An Open Letter to Laurence
Vance
The following is in response to a column by Laurence Vance,
dated 19 July 2011, and titled “Thank You for Your Service?”
in which Mr. Vance excoriates the U.S. Military and those who
support them and thank them for their service to America. This
response is written and published publicly because of one
outstanding
bitterness.
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And four, what is a Vietnamese man – who most certainly has
relatives, or friends or neighbors of relatives, that were
killed or injured by U.S. bombs and bullets during the
Vietnam War – doing joining the U.S. military where he can be
sent to shoot and bomb foreigners like the U.S. military did
to his people?
And aside from these four things, I’m afraid I must also say:
Sorry, soldiers, I don’t thank you for your service.
I don’t thank you for your service in fighting foreign
wars.
I don’t thank you for your service in fighting without
a congressional declaration of war.
I don’t thank you for your service in bombing and
destroying Iraq and Afghanistan.
I don’t thank you for your service in killing hundreds
of thousands of Iraqis and Afghans.
I don’t thank you for your service in expanding the war
on terror to Pakistan and Yemen.
I don’t thank you for your service in occupying over
150 countries around the world.
I don’t thank you for your service in garrisoning the

planet with over 1,000 military bases.
I don’t thank you for your service in defending our
freedoms when you do nothing of the kind.
I don’t thank you for your service as part of the
president’s personal attack force to bomb, invade,
occupy, and otherwise bring death and destruction to
any country he deems necessary.
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so.

((http://lewrockwell.com/vance/vance250.html))
Everyone needs to know: This is not a Christian spirit and
attitude. It is not a Scriptural spirit and attitude.

Mr. Vance,
Have we just a bit of bitterness? I see NO justification for
your attitude and spirit anywhere in the New Testament.
I don’t find it in John the Baptist:
And the soldiers likewise demanded of him, saying, And what
shall we do? And he said unto them, Do violence to no man,
neither accuse any falsely; and be content with your wages.
(Luke 3:14)
I don’t find it in the Lord Jesus Christ:
And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there came unto him
a centurion, ((An officer in the Roman military.)) beseeching
him, And saying, Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the
palsy, grievously tormented. And Jesus saith unto him, I will
come and heal him. The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am
not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof: but speak
the word only, and my servant shall be healed. For I am a man
under authority, having soldiers under me: and I say to this
man, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh;

and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it. When Jesus heard
it, he marvelled, and said to them that followed, Verily I say
unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel.
And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east and
west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob,
in the kingdom of heaven. But the children of the kingdom
shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping
and gnashing of teeth. And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go
thy way; and as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee.
And his servant was healed in the selfsame hour. (Matthew
8:5-13)
I don’t find it in the apostle Peter:
And as Peter was coming in, Cornelius ((Cornelius was a
Centurion in the Roman Army.)) met him, and fell down at his
feet, and worshipped him. But Peter took him up, saying, Stand
up; I myself also am a man. And as he talked with him, he went
in, and found many that were come together. And he said unto
them, Ye know how that it is an unlawful thing for a man that
is a Jew to keep company, or come unto one of another nation;
but God hath shewed me that I should not call any man common
or unclean. Therefore came I unto you without gainsaying, as
soon as I was sent for: I ask therefore for what intent ye
have sent for me? And Cornelius said, Four days ago I was
fasting until this hour; and at the ninth hour I prayed in my
house, and, behold, a man stood before me in bright clothing,
And said, Cornelius, thy prayer is heard, and thine alms are
had in remembrance in the sight of God. Send therefore to
Joppa, and call hither Simon, whose surname is Peter; he is
lodged in the house of one Simon a tanner by the sea side:
who, when he cometh, shall speak unto thee.Immediately
therefore I sent to thee; and thou hast well done that thou
art come. Now therefore are we all here present before God, to
hear all things that are commanded thee of God.
Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive
that God is no respecter of persons: But in every nation he

that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with
him. The word which God sent unto the children of Israel,
preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of all:) That
word, I say, ye know, which was published throughout all
Judaea, and began from Galilee, after the baptism which John
preached; How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy
Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing
all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.
And we are witnesses of all things which he did both in the
land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom they slew and hanged
on a tree: Him God raised up the third day, and shewed him
openly; Not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen
before of God, even to us, who did eat and drink with him
after he rose from the dead. And he commanded us to preach
unto the people, and to testify that it is he which was
ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and dead.To him give
all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever
believeth in him shall receive remission of sins.
While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all
them which heard the word. And they of the circumcision which
believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because
that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy
Ghost. For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify
God. Then answered Peter, Can any man forbid water, that these
should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as
well as we? And he commanded them to be baptized in the name
of the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days. (Acts
10:25-48)
I don’t find it in the apostle Paul:
But after long abstinence Paul stood forth in the midst of
them, and said, Sirs, ye should have hearkened unto me, and
not have loosed from Crete, and to have gained this harm and
loss. And now I exhort you to be of good cheer: for there
shall be no loss of any man’s life among you, but of the ship.
For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am,

and whom I serve, Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought
before Caesar: and, lo, God hath given thee all them that sail
with thee. Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe
God, that it shall be even as it was told me. Howbeit we must
be cast upon a certain island. But when the fourteenth night
was come, as we were driven up and down in Adria, about
midnight the shipmen deemed that they drew near to some
country; And sounded, and found it twenty fathoms: and when
they had gone a little further, they sounded again, and found
it fifteen fathoms. Then fearing lest we should have fallen
upon rocks, they cast four anchors out of the stern, and
wished for the day. And as the shipmen were about to flee out
of the ship, when they had let down the boat into the sea,
under colour as though they would have cast anchors out of the
foreship, Paul said to the centurion and to the soldiers,
Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved. Then the
soldiers cut off the ropes of the boat, and let her fall off.
And while the day was coming on, Paul besought them all to
take meat, saying, This day is the fourteenth day that ye have
tarried and continued fasting, having taken nothing. Wherefore
I pray you to take some meat: for this is for your health: for
there shall not an hair fall from the head of any of you. And
when he had thus spoken, he took bread, and gave thanks to God
in presence of them all: and when he had broken it, he began
to eat. Then were they all of good cheer, and they also took
some meat. (Acts 27:21-36)
In fact, I do not find your attitude and spirit among any of
the apostles, or in Christ, or in John the Baptist. Your
spirit is bitter and hateful and not conducive to ministry or
presenting the gospel to anyone, let alone a member of the
military. What? Are members of the military not worthy to be
presented the gospel? Instead of trying to reach them, you
preach hate. Are you kin to Fred Phelps? You must be
spiritually, because you share a common spirit. ((Note: Phelps
use of the passage is out of context. However much he would
like it to be so, America is not ancient Babylon.))

Wouldn’t it be so much better to have the spirit and attitude
presented in the following passage?
I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications,
prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all
men; For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may
lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.
For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our
Saviour; Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto
the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and one
mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; Who gave
himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time. (I
Timothy 2:1-6)
Next time you see a member of the military, present them with
the gospel. I guarantee you — they need it. Unless of course,
you hate them so much that you want to keep them on the road
to Hell. But what kind of person would that make you?
In Christ,
Paul W. Davis

