Success?
Just how do you define “success?”
“The definition of success–To laugh much; to win respect of
intelligent persons and the affections of children; to earn
the approbation of honest critics and endure the betrayal of
false friends; to appreciate beauty; to find the best in
others; to give one’s self; to leave the world a little
better, whether by a healthy child, a garden patch, or a
redeemed social condition.; to have played and laughed with
enthusiasm, and sung with exultation; to know even one life
has breathed easier because you have lived–this is to have
succeeded.” — Ralph Waldo Emerson
And then they died and went to Hell….
That doesn’t sound like success to me.
For what is a man advantaged, if he gain the whole world, and
lose himself, or be cast away? For whosoever shall be ashamed
of me and of my words, of him shall the Son of man be ashamed,
when he shall come in his own glory, and in his Father’s, and
of the holy angels. (Luke 9:25-26)
This sounds much more like “success:”
He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto
the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the
tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.
(Revelation 2:7)
He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto
the churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the
second death. (Revelation 2:11)
He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto
the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the

hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the
stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that
receiveth it. (Revelation 2:17)
And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to
him will I give power over the nations: And he shall rule them
with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be
broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father.
(Revelation 2:26-27)
He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white
raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of
life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before
his angels. (Revelation 3:5)
Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my
God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him
the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which
is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God:
and I will write upon him my new name. (Revelation 3:12)
To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my
throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my
Father in his throne. (Revelation 3:21)
This is real, enduring “success:”
And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince
which standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall
be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a
nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people
shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in
the book. And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth
shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and
everlasting contempt. And they that be wise shall shine as the
brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to
righteousness as the stars for ever and ever. (Daniel 12:1-3)

